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will not turn our heads when service of the people is our only aim
in life,

V&ndcm&laram from

MOHANDAS

[From Gujarati]

Bapuna Patro~2: Sardar Vallabhbhmw

14.  SPEECH TO RAILWAY WORKERS, CHITTAGQNG
August 31, 1921
(The workers of the Assam-Bengal Railway had gone on a
strike to serve no selfish interest but to secure to the labourers who
had abandoned the tea plantations justice for the cruelty which
they had suffered at Ghandpur. The Government had beaten
up and driven them from the railway station, and refused to
help them to return to their home towns. This had hurt the rail-
way workers. They had no common bond with the plantation
labourers. The latter hailed from Bihar and other provinces where-
as most of the railway workers came from Bengal Their strike,
thus, had no element of self-interest in it I met these strikers
at Chittagong. I told them what they should do. Notes of that
speech were taken down. Since some of the ideas are likely to prove
useful, I publish the summary here believing that, though it is not
complete and I have not been able to revise and abridge it, the
speech may be read with profit*
MOHANDAS KAHAMCHAND GANDHI)
I thank you all for the address which you have presented to
me; but I do not wish to detain you long over expressions of
gratitude*
I shall not enter into a detailed discussion whether it was pro-
per or improper on your part to have gone on a strike and continued
it for so many months, because I am not in possession of all the
facts. I know only what I heard yesterday after coming here.
It is not possible for me to express any opinion on the basis of that
limited knowledge. You must have already heard from some
of your leaders what I wrote in Toung Mia about the Assam-
Bengal^Railway strike. In that article also, I did not express
any opinion since I did not have enough information to form one*
I did not know your circumstances, your grievance, I did not
know whether you had sufficient justification for striking workj